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R&D activities are known for being unevenly distributed across space, 

yet how this geography evolves is less explored. Based on the 

recognition that R&D activities are one of the main drivers for 

economic competitiveness, our research analyses the regional 

distribution of Framework Programmes (FP-Cooperation) and spatial 

dimensions of knowledge brokerage.  

 

While the FP-Cooperation is based on ‘scientific excellence’ 

regardless their location, the capacity to carry out ‘excellent’ R&D 

activities through the FP is not common to all European regions. Since 

Kaldor and Myrdal, this uneven geography is explained by the 

cumulative nature of knowledge determining self-reinforcing 

mechanism and cumulative dynamics: advanced regions are more 

likely to participate in FP projects further reinforcing their leadership, 

despite the open and highly competitive rationale of FP calls. In this 

context, regional strategies can pursue specialisation or diversification 

to enhance their FP participation. With the increasing importance of 

the FP, knowledge brokers have emerged implicitly shaping this 

spatial distribution.  

 

In our first study, regional drivers of spatial distribution are analysed 

using an econometric model for NUTS3 regions from 1999 to 2010 

across six FP themes. Since preliminary analysis, a core-periphery 

geography is found in line with the large scientific literature using 

social network analysis. However, a strong dynamism is observed ‘in-

between’: the competitive rationale of FP calls and the European 

enlargement during the 2000s have contributed to significantly change 

this geography. Our research shows that economic development is a 

precondition shaping spatial distribution of FP participation: more 

advanced regions have higher rate of FP participation, while growing 

regions are likely to increase their participation as well and, vice versa, 

declining regions reduce their participation. Neither specialisation nor 

diversification performs better.  

 

Based on these findings, we can derive that the FP is a policy mainly 

for advanced and growing region and not for regional convergence, for 

which the Cohesion Policy is already in place. Nevertheless, the CP 

can promote regional development creating preconditions to join FP 

networks that have showed of being open to newcomers. In regions 

benefiting from the CP, (smart) specialisation in FP themes does not 

always seem beneficial, whereas diversification is often a better 
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strategy. 

 

In our second analysis, the focus is on emerging role played by 

knowledge brokers introducing a spatial perspective. For this purpose, 

Brussels is a special case because the presence of the EU Commission 

creates a special environment where strategic and implicit information 

can be easily accessed (the so-called ‘eurobuzz’). This local buzz 

attracts knowledge brokers and is beneficial also for local actors, 

despite the strong institutional fragmentation of the Brussels 

metropolitan area. Mapping FP participants in top-performing regions, 

Brussels is the only location for knowledge brokers and the only one 

with increasing rate of FP participation by local actors.  

 

Policy implications of 

your research (up to 300 

words) * 

Please describe the policy 

implications of your 

research that would be 

relevant to policymakers 

and practitioners. 

 

Our research aims to provide evidence of territorial implications of the 

FP analysing regions and actors participating in EU R&D projects. 

Based on our findings, four main policy implications can be derived. 

 

(1) The FP-Cooperation is a policy for advanced region and 

participation is open for emerging region. This argument 

supports the rationale for open calls that is already in place. 

Widening regional participation does not seem a real concern, 

yet coordination with other policies (i.e. the CP) is an open 

challenge. 

 

(2) Regional strategy for scientific specialization has no clear 

evidence of positive results, i.e. smart specialization is not 

always the best option. From a regional perspective, 

knowledge is cumulative, and then it requires long-term 

planning which is beyond the FP rationale based on calls for 

projects. This claims for major attention on constructing and 

empowering regional research capacities. 

 

(3) The role of European knowledge brokers requires more in-

depth analysis. The emergence of these actors at the European 

level is relatively new, both theoretically and empirically. The 

analysis of their functions, strategies and influence need more 

research to identify if they act as booster, gatekeeper, or 

bottleneck of European research.  

 

(4) For Brussels policymakers, the role as ‘European research 

capital’ where knowledge brokers are located has received 

almost no attention. However, this is beneficial for local actors 

as well as contributing to its role as the de facto European 

capital. 

 

How has the CRN helped 

your research? (up to 300 

words) * 

Please describe how you 

and your research have 

benefitted from the CRN. 

We first met the CRN through the blog, which we found a very 

relevant source for an interdisciplinary dialogue between our 

geographical background and a political perspective. 

 

Since the workshop at the Cambridge University in April 2014, the 

network provided input to fine-tune political dimensions of our 
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geographical analysis. The network has worked as a way to develop a 

richer perspective on European research debate as well as higher 

education, university and other politico-institutional dimensions. 

 

We contributed to the organisation of panels at the CES 2015 

conference in Paris, which was the opportunity for a multidisciplinary 

dialogue between geography, political science, policy studies and law. 

This can be considered as a very rare opportunity of gathering scholars 

from different background on a common ground. 

 

For the time being, we are working on a special feature for CritCom, 

the CES academic website. The aim is to disseminate outcomes from 

this interdisciplinary dialogue to a broader audience interested in 

research-based contributions. 
 


